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Siyabuya supports Tshwane’s notorious cabbage bandit 

Statement by Melene Rossouw on behalf of the Siyabuya movement 

 

Tshwane metro police want to fine or arrest him, but to Siyabuya Djo BaNkuna is a hero. 

Djo has been growing cabbages and other vegetables to give away to the poor and hungry. 

The problem is that his garden is on the verge outside his house, and the Tshwane metro police 
maintain he is contravening municipal by-laws. Grow grass and flowers, yes, but if you try to feed people 
we will take you to court and fine you. 

BaNkuna is doing what Siyabuya is urging all South Africans to do – helping to feed the country’s 
starving millions. We are in a poverty and unemployment crisis, made many times worse by the 
economic impact of the coronavirus pandemic. That means we have a national hunger crisis. 

As was pointed out on the food security webinar hosted recently by the FairPlay movement, Statistics 
SA estimated before the coronavirus pandemic that nearly 7 million South Africans faced hunger. Of 
these, 2.5 million adults and 600 000 children are hungry every day. 

Add to that the world’s highest unemployment rate of 34%, and 44% if you count those who have 
stopped looking for work. That means that nearly half of those old enough to work are out of a job. 

That is why Siyabuya is building networks across the country of people who are acting on their belief 
that the country can emerge stronger from the pandemic and its economic consequences. One of our 
three pillars is helping to feed the hungry and the unemployed that the pandemic is leaving in its wake. 

Everyone who grows vegetables to feed the poor deserves a medal, and they deserve to be copied in 
every city and town in the country. Wherever there is unused land, on your property or just outside it, 
grow food and give it away to those who need it most. 

Verges and pavements can look very pretty with flowers and ornamental shrubs. When millions are 
going hungry, those same patches of land can also feed the poor, as Djo BaNkuna has been doing. The 
mayor of Tshwane should be visiting Djo to praise him, not sending police to threaten him. 

Siyabuya stands behind Djo BaNkuna, the self-styled “cabbage bandit”. We are proud to have him as 
one of our Siyabuya heroes. 
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About Melene Rossouw 

Melene Rossouw is the leader of Siyabuya. She is an internationally recognised gender and human 
rights activist, global award winner, public speaker, moderator, facilitator, strategist and consultant. An 
attorney with 13 years’ experience, Melene is founder of the Women Lead Movement in South Africa.  

Her accolades include being selected by the prestigious Obama Foundation as an Obama Leader in 
Africa (2018) and as a Mandela Washington Fellow by the US Department of State in 2019 for the 
Presidential Precinct, an NGO in Charlottesville, Virginia in the USA. In October 2020, she was selected 
as one of the 100 Most Influential Young Africans and made the Top Ten list of Most Influential Young 
Africans by Africa Youth Awards. She was also recently named as one of the 100 Most Influential South 
Africans.   

 

About Siyabuya  

Siyabuya believes South Africa can emerge stronger from the Covid-19 pandemic. It aims to build 
networks across the country of people who share this belief and are working to achieve it. Those who 
are helping others, creating jobs and feeding the poor, are setting examples others can emulate. 

Siyabuya aims to #MakeSAbetter by instilling a common sense of mission, built from the ground up, 
through ordinary South Africans engaged in active citizenry to improve their fortunes and the lives of 
those around them. 

For more information, visit our website at www.siyabuya.org.za     

 

 

 

 


